
PETCREMATION — GUIDE

How to compare pet crematories
Ask every pet crematory the same questions about its services, fees and licence, then 
compare the answers side by side. A written price list is a good place to start.
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Losing a pet is hard, and comparing crematories can feel like a lot to ask of yourself. You can 
take your time. Ask every pet crematory the same questions and compare the answers side by 
side. A written price list is a good place to start. Check whether the list shows private cremation, 
communal cremation or both. Ask whether you may attend or watch. Ask whether the crematory 
collects your pet from home or from your veterinary practice, and what that costs.

Start with the listing on this site. It shows the crematory name, the place and the licence record 
where a public register holds one. It links to the provider's own price list when the provider 
publishes one. This site does not invent a fee or a phone number. A cell stays empty when the 
source does not state the fact. The facts come from public registers, OpenStreetMap and 
provider websites, and providers have not yet reviewed them. Use the listing as a starting point.

Call or email two or three crematories. Say what kind of pet you have and what you need. Ask 
for a price list in writing. Ask whether private and communal cremation are both available. 
Private cremation puts your pet alone in the chamber and returns the ashes to you. Communal 
cremation puts several pets together and returns no ashes. Some providers also cremate 
horses and other large animals. Ask for a quote in that case.

Ask about attendance. A witnessed cremation means you can attend or watch. A provider may 
charge extra for it. Not every provider offers it. If it matters to you, ask before you decide.

Ask about collection. Some crematories collect the pet from your home or from the veterinary 
practice for a separate fee. Some publish a collection radius. Ask whether out-of-hours 
collection costs more.

Look at licence information. In Great Britain, pet crematoria that handle animal by-products 
need approval from the Animal and Plant Health Agency. The approval number appears on the 
listing when the register lists one. In the United States, Canada and Australia, the rules sit with 
states, provinces or councils. Ask the crematory which licences it holds and what they cover.

Compare the answers. Match each figure across providers. The lowest headline fee may leave 
out collection, an urn or the container for the ashes. Add every extra that applies to you. The 
cost estimator on this site shows one published UK price list as a rough guide. It is not a quote. 
Fees differ between crematories, cities and countries.

Notice how each provider answers. Clear answers and a written price list make a comparison 
easier. If you feel rushed, you can call another crematory.

Frequently asked questions
How many crematories should I contact?
Two or three is enough for most owners. Ask each one the same questions in writing so the 
answers are easy to compare.
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What if a crematory does not publish a price list?
A provider may not publish its fees online. Ask for a written list by phone or email. Fees change, 
so ask for the current figures.

Sources
APHA approved animal by-product plants (Great Britain) — https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
animal-by-product-operating-plants-approved-premises
Pet cremation cost estimator methodology — https://petcremation.fyi/tools/pet-cremation-cost-estimator
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